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ABSTRACT

This thesis investigates the theological and linguistic dimensions of
Anubis, the ancient Egyptian god of mummification and the afterlife, as
they are expressed through funerary rites and religious texts. Despite the
extensive scholarship on ancient Egyptian religion, the intersection of
linguistic analysis and theological study in relation to Anubis has not been
comprehensively explored. The present study addresses this gap by
providing a detailed analysis of the language used in funerary texts,
focusing on how these linguistic elements construct and convey theological

meanings associated with death and the afterlife in ancient Egypt.

The research is structured around a two-pronged approach. The first is a
historical-theological analysis of Anubis's role within the broader context
of Egyptian religion, tracing his evolution from a prominent Old Kingdom
deity to a figure primarily associated with funerary practices. This is
complemented by a linguistic analysis of key funerary texts, including the
Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts, and the Book of the Dead. Through this dual
analysis, the study identifies and categorizes the specific linguistic
features—such as metaphors, symbolic language, and ritualistic phrases—
used to depict Anubis and his functions. These features are analyzed
through the application of linguistic theories, including discourse analysis
and semiotics, to reveal how they serve not only as descriptors but also as

active participants in the construction of theological meaning.

A significant focus of the study is the classification and analysis of these
linguistic elements within a structured taxonomy. This taxonomy is
developed through an empirical analysis of the texts, categorizing the

language into micro-level elements, such as grammar and vocabulary, and



macro-level structures, including cohesion and register. The study further
explores the theological implications of these linguistic choices,
demonstrating how the language of the funerary rites reflects and
reinforces the Egyptians' beliefs about death, the afterlife, and the divine

role of Anubis.

The thesis is organized into eight chapters. Chapter One outlines the
research theme, objectives, and methodology. Chapter Two provides a
comprehensive literature review, focusing on previous research in
Egyptology, linguistic analysis, and the theology of ancient Egypt. Chapter
Three details the research design and methodological approach, including
the selection and analysis of primary texts and artifacts. Chapter Four
presents a historical overview of Anubis's role in Egyptian religion, while
Chapter Five delves into the linguistic structures found in funerary texts.
Chapter Six explores the theological implications of these linguistic
findings, integrating them into a broader understanding of Egyptian
religious practices. Chapter Seven offers a discussion of the key findings,
theoretical contributions, and limitations of the study, and Chapter Eight
concludes the thesis by summarizing the research and suggesting avenues

for future exploration.

This study provides a nuanced understanding of the complex relationship
between language and theology in ancient Egypt, specifically through the
figure of Anubis. By bridging the disciplines of linguistics and theology, it
contributes to the fields of Egyptology and religious studies, offering new
insights into how language shapes and reflects religious belief and practice

in one of history's most enigmatic cultures.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1. This Project

The title of this thesis, "Anubis and the Language of Funerary Rites: A
Theological and Linguistic Exploration of Death in Ancient Egypt,"
reflects its dual focus on the linguistic and theological aspects of Anubis,
one of the most significant deities in ancient Egyptian religion. Anubis, the
god of mummification and the afterlife, played a pivotal role in the funerary
practices that defined Egyptian beliefs about death and the afterlife. This
thesis explores how the language used in funerary texts describes Anubis
and constructs and communicates the theological concepts central to

ancient Egyptian religion.

The decision to focus on Anubis within the context of funerary rites was
driven by the realization that, while Anubis is a well-documented figure in
Egyptology, there has been a noticeable lack of exploration of the linguistic
dimensions accompanying his theological representation. This study, by
using language as a tool for religious expression, aims to provide a unigue
perspective on how the ancient Egyptians perceived their gods, their world,
and the afterlife. The thesis bridges this gap by conducting a
comprehensive linguistic and theological analysis of the primary funerary

texts where Anubis is featured.

This research is meticulously structured around a systematic examination
of funerary texts, including the Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts, and the Book
of the Dead. These texts, being among the most significant sources of
information about ancient Egyptian religious beliefs, provide a rich corpus

for linguistic and theological analysis. The study also takes into account
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material culture, such as tomb inscriptions and artifacts associated with
Anubis, to provide a comprehensive understanding of how language and

theology intersect in the context of funerary rites.

The overarching goal of this thesis is to contribute to the fields of
Egyptology, linguistics, and religious studies by offering new insights into
the role of language in shaping and reflecting theological concepts in
ancient Egypt. By focusing on Anubis, this study highlights the importance
of linguistic analysis in understanding religious practices and beliefs,
providing a framework that can be applied to other deities and religious

contexts in ancient Egypt.

1.2. Background

The study of Anubis within the context of ancient Egyptian religion is not
new, but the linguistic analysis of the texts in which he appears has been
relatively underexplored. Anubis is a complex figure deeply embedded in
the religious and cultural fabric of ancient Egypt. Traditionally depicted as
a jackal-headed god, Anubis was associated with mummification, the
protection of the dead, and the afterlife—a role that made him central to

the funerary practices of the ancient Egyptians.

The historical significance of Anubis is well documented in Egyptological
literature. He is one of the oldest deities in the Egyptian pantheon, with
references to him dating back to the Old Kingdom (c. 2686—-2181 BCE).
Over time, his role evolved, particularly as the cult of Osiris grew in
prominence. While Osiris eventually became the primary god of the
afterlife, Anubis retained a crucial role as a protector of the dead and a
guide to the afterlife. This evolution is reflected in the changing language

and symbolism used to describe Anubis in religious texts.
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The idea for this research originated from an observation that the linguistic
elements of these texts, particularly in relation to Anubis, have not been
thoroughly examined. While much attention has been given to the
ritualistic and symbolic aspects of Anubis, the specific language used to
describe and invoke him in funerary texts has not been systematically
analyzed. This observation led to the realization that there is a significant
gap in our understanding of how language functions in these religious

contexts.

Moreover, the linguistic analysis of ancient Egyptian texts presents unique
challenges and opportunities. The Egyptian language, with its rich use of
metaphor, symbolism, and ritualistic phrases, is a powerful tool for
expressing complex theological ideas. Understanding how these linguistic
elements function in the context of funerary rites can provide deeper

insights into the religious beliefs and practices of the ancient Egyptians.

This thesis aims to address this gap by providing a detailed linguistic
analysis of the primary texts associated with Anubis. By examining how
language is used to describe Anubis and his role in the afterlife, this study
seeks to uncover the deeper theological meanings embedded in these texts
and contribute to a more nuanced understanding of ancient Egyptian

religion.

1.3. Theological and Linguistic Dimensions

The theological significance of Anubis in ancient Egyptian religion cannot
be overstated. As the god of mummification and the protector of the dead,
Anubis was central to the Egyptian understanding of death and the afterlife.
His role in the embalming process, as well as his function as a guide for



the deceased in the afterlife, made him a key figure in the religious

practices surrounding death.

However, Anubis's significance extends beyond his practical role in
funerary practices. He is also a symbol of the Egyptian conception of death
as a transition rather than an end. The theological ideas associated with
Anubis—such as the preservation of the body, the protection of the soul,
and the judgment of the deceased—are deeply intertwined with the
language used to describe these processes. In this sense, language serves
not only as a means of communication but also as a tool for constructing

and reinforcing religious beliefs.

The linguistic analysis of the texts associated with Anubis reveals a
complex interplay between language and theology. The use of specific
metaphors, symbols, and ritualistic phrases in these texts reflects the
Egyptians' understanding of Anubis's role in the afterlife and their broader
theological beliefs. For example, the frequent depiction of Anubis as a
guide for the deceased highlights the importance of safe passage to the
afterlife in Egyptian religion. The language used to describe Anubis in this
context is rich in symbolic meaning, with each word and phrase carefully

chosen to convey specific theological concepts.

This study also examines how the language associated with Anubis has
evolved over time. As Egypt's religious landscape changed, so too did the
portrayal of Anubis in religious texts. This evolution is reflected in the
linguistic shifts that accompany Anubis's changing theological roles. By
tracing these changes, this thesis aims to provide a deeper understanding
of how language and theology intersect in the context of ancient Egyptian

religion.



1.4.  The Origins of Anubis and His Early Worship

The origins of Anubis, one of ancient Egypt’s most enigmatic deities, can
be traced back to the earliest periods of Egyptian civilization. Anubis is
often depicted as a jackal or a man with a jackal’s head, a symbol intimately
connected with the cemeteries of Egypt, where wild dogs and jackals were
known to scavenge. This association with the jackal likely contributed to

Anubis's early role as a protector of graves.

Proto-Historical Depictions and Archaeological Evidence: In the proto-
historical period of Egypt, before the full development of written records,
Anubis appears in early art and iconography associated with funerary
practices. Archaeological evidence suggests that the cult of Anubis was
centered around Abydos, an important burial site even in predynastic times.
These early depictions and artifacts indicate that Anubis was revered as a
guardian of the dead long before he was formally integrated into the

pantheon of gods in the Old Kingdom.

Anubis in Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt: During the
Predynastic and Early Dynastic periods, the figure of Anubis began to take
on a more defined role as the lord of the necropolis. The necropolis, or city
of the dead, was a place where Anubis was believed to watch over the
deceased, ensuring their protection from grave robbers and evil spirits. The
rituals associated with Anubis during this period laid the groundwork for

the more elaborate funerary practices that would develop in later dynasties.

1.5. Evolution of Funerary Practices Across Egyptian Dynasties

Old Kingdom: The Formalization of Funerary Rites: The Old Kingdom
(c. 26862181 BCE) is often referred to as the "Age of the Pyramids" due



to the construction of the most famous Egyptian pyramids during this time.
The Pyramid Texts, which first appear in the pyramids of the kings,
formalized the role of Anubis in the afterlife. These texts detail complex
rituals intended to protect the pharaoh in the afterlife, with Anubis
overseeing the mummification process and guiding the soul of the
deceased. This period marks the beginning of the systematic use of written
spells and invocations, aimed at ensuring the dead were prepared for their

journey to the afterlife.

Middle Kingdom: Democratization of the Afterlife: The Middle
Kingdom (c. 2055-1650 BCE) saw significant changes in the way the
afterlife was perceived. The Coffin Texts, which evolved from the Pyramid
Texts, became more accessible to non-royal individuals. These texts
suggest that the privileges of the afterlife were no longer exclusive to the
pharaohs but could be attained by commoners as well. Anubis’s role as a
protector and guide became even more crucial during this period, as his

functions were invoked by a broader segment of the population.

New Kingdom: Expansion of Funerary Texts and Practices: In the New
Kingdom (c. 1550-1070 BCE), funerary practices reached their most
elaborate form with the creation of the Book of the Dead. Unlike the
Pyramid and Coffin Texts, the Book of the Dead was customizable, with
different spells selected according to the needs of the individual. Anubis
continued to play a central role in these texts, often depicted in scenes
where he weighs the heart of the deceased against the feather of Ma'at,
determining their worthiness to enter the afterlife. This period also saw the
increased use of tomb paintings and statues of Anubis, which served both
as religious icons and as protective symbols.



Late Period and Ptolemaic Period: Syncretism and Continuity: The
Late Period and Ptolemaic Period (c. 664—-30 BCE) were characterized by
significant foreign influence, particularly from the Greeks and Romans.
During this time, Anubis was often syncretized with other deities, such as
Hermes, leading to the creation of Hermanubis. Despite these changes, the
core functions of Anubis remained consistent, emphasizing the enduring
nature of his worship even as Egypt’s political and cultural landscape

evolved.

1.6. Why Research in the Language of Funerary Rites?

The language of funerary rites in ancient Egypt is a particularly rich area
of study because it directly addresses some of the most fundamental
aspects of Egyptian religion: death, the afterlife, and the divine intervention
that ensures a successful journey to the next world. These rites were not
merely ritualistic practices; they were also profound expressions of
theological beliefs that shaped the way the Egyptians understood life and
death.

The study of funerary texts, therefore, offers valuable insights into the
religious and cultural beliefs of the ancient Egyptians. These texts are rich
in symbolism and metaphor, and they use language in ways that are both
complex and deeply meaningful. By analyzing the language of these texts,
this study aims to uncover the theological concepts that are embedded
within them and to explore how these concepts were expressed through the

language of the time.

Moreover, the study of funerary language is important because it provides
a window into the everyday religious practices of the ancient Egyptians.

While much of what we know about Egyptian religion comes from
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monumental architecture and high-status tombs, the language of funerary
rites gives us a glimpse into the beliefs and practices of ordinary people.
These texts were used in a variety of contexts, from the most elaborate
royal tombs to the simplest graves, and they reflect a broad spectrum of

religious thought.

By focusing on the language of funerary rites, this study seeks to contribute
to a more complete understanding of ancient Egyptian religion. It aims to
show how language was used to construct and communicate theological
ideas and highlight the importance of linguistic analysis in studying

religion.

1.7.  Aims and Research Questions

The primary aim of this thesis is to conduct an empirical study of the
linguistic features and theological implications of the language used in
funerary texts where Anubis is a key figure. To achieve this aim, the study

is guided by the following research questions:

1. What are the key linguistic features used in ancient Egyptian

funerary texts to describe Anubis and his role in the afterlife?

o This question seeks to identify and categorize the specific
linguistic elements, such as metaphors, symbols, and
ritualistic phrases, that are used to depict Anubis in funerary
texts. By analyzing these features, the study aims to uncover
the ways in which language is used to convey the theological
significance of Anubis in the context of death and the afterlife.



2. How do these linguistic features contribute to the theological
understanding of Anubis as a mediator between the mortal and

divine realms?

o This question explores the relationship between language and
theology, focusing on how the linguistic elements identified
in the first research question are used to construct and
communicate theological ideas about Anubis. The study
examines how language shapes the understanding of Anubis
as a divine figure who mediates between the mortal and divine

realms.

3. What is the relationship between the language of these texts and
the broader theological concepts of death, the afterlife, and

divine judgment in ancient Egyptian religion?

o This question places the linguistic analysis within the broader
context of Egyptian religion, exploring how the language used
to describe Anubis relates to the wider theological concepts
that were central to Egyptian beliefs about death and the
afterlife. The study aims to show how these broader
theological ideas are expressed through the language of the

texts.

4. How does the portrayal of Anubis evolve across different periods
of Egyptian history, and what linguistic shifts accompany these
changes?

o This question examines the evolution of Anubis’s portrayal in

religious texts, focusing on how changes in the religious



landscape of Egypt are reflected in the language used to
describe Anubis. By tracing these linguistic shifts, the study
aims to provide insights into the changing theological roles of
Anubis and how these changes are expressed through

language.

By addressing these questions, this thesis aims to contribute to the fields of
Egyptology, linguistics, and religious studies, offering a comprehensive
analysis that bridges these disciplines. The study seeks to provide new
insights into the role of language in shaping and reflecting theological

concepts in ancient Egypt, with a particular focus on the figure of Anubis.

1.8. Methods

This project employs a multi-method approach, combining historical-
theological analysis with linguistic examination of primary texts. The study
is divided into two main phases: the first involves a historical analysis of
Anubis’s role within the broader context of Egyptian religion, while the

second focuses on a linguistic analysis of funerary texts.

The historical-theological analysis is conducted through a review of the
existing literature on Anubis and his role in ancient Egyptian religion. This
includes an examination of how Anubis has been portrayed in religious
texts, iconography, and material culture over time. The study also
considers the broader religious context in which Anubis operated,
including his relationship with other deities, such as Osiris and Horus, and

his role in the Egyptian pantheon.

The linguistic analysis is conducted using tools such as discourse analysis,

semiotics, and comparative linguistic methods. These tools allow for a
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detailed examination of the language used in funerary texts, focusing on
the specific linguistic features that are used to describe Anubis and his role
in the afterlife. The analysis is conducted on a selection of key funerary
texts, chosen for their representation of different periods and their

significance in the depiction of Anubis.

Preliminary answers to the research questions are obtained through a
detailed textual analysis, with the findings then tested and refined through
a comparison of different texts and artifacts. This empirical approach
ensures that the study is grounded in the actual language and theology of

the texts, rather than relying solely on theoretical interpretations.

The study also includes a comparative analysis of the linguistic features
used in texts from different periods, allowing for an examination of how
the language associated with Anubis evolved over time. This comparative
approach provides insights into the changing theological roles of Anubis

and how these changes are reflected in the language of the texts.

1.9. The Thesis: Overview

This thesis is structured into eight chapters, each contributing to the overall
aim of providing a comprehensive understanding of Anubis's linguistic and

theological dimensions in ancient Egyptian funerary rites. Conclusion

This chapter synthesizes the research findings, revisiting the research
guestions and objectives, discussing key findings and interpretations, and
exploring the study's theoretical and practical implications. The analysis of
linguistic choices in ancient Egyptian funerary texts has provided valuable
insights into the role of Anubis in ancient Egyptian religion, highlighting

the complex interplay between language, ritual, and belief.
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The study has made significant contributions to the fields of theology,
linguistics, and Egyptology, offering new perspectives on the role of
language in religious texts and rituals. By exploring the linguistic features
of key funerary texts and their theological implications, this study has
deepened our understanding of ancient Egyptian religious beliefs and

practices, particularly in relation to the role of Anubis.

While the study has its limitations, it also opens up new avenues for future
research, suggesting areas where further exploration could contribute to a
deeper understanding of ancient Egyptian religion and the role of language
in shaping religious beliefs. The interdisciplinary approach of this study
provides a valuable framework for future research in theology, linguistics,
and Egyptology, offering new insights into the rich and complex world of

ancient Egyptian religion.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN: CONCLUSION

2.1. Summary of the Study

This chapter concludes the dissertation by summarizing the research,
contributions, and key findings of the study. The journey through the
linguistic and theological landscape of ancient Egyptian funerary texts has
revealed the profound interconnectedness between language, ritual, and
belief, particularly in relation to the god Anubis. This study sought to
uncover how linguistic choices in funerary texts reflect and shape
theological concepts, especially those concerning Anubis’s role as a

protector, guide, and judge in the afterlife.

Overview of Research Goals: The primary goal of this dissertation was to
analyze the linguistic structures of ancient Egyptian funerary texts—
namely, the Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts, and the Book of the Dead—to
understand how these linguistic elements convey and reinforce theological
beliefs. Special emphasis was placed on Anubis, a deity whose functions
in death and the afterlife are central to the understanding of ancient
Egyptian religious practices. The study aimed to contribute to both
theological and linguistic scholarship by offering a detailed examination of

how language operates within a specific religious context.

Key Findings: Several key findings emerged from this research. First, the
analysis demonstrated that linguistic structures such as repetition,
parallelism, and formulaic expressions are not merely stylistic features but
are essential to the performative nature of the texts. These structures are
integral to ensuring the efficacy of rituals and the protection of the
deceased, thereby reinforcing the theological concept of divine

guardianship.
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Second, the study illuminated Anubis’s role as a psychopomp, a guide who
escorts the souls of the deceased through the underworld. The language
used to describe Anubis is rich in metaphors and epithets that emphasize
his protective and guiding roles, reflecting broader theological concepts of

protection and moral guidance in the afterlife.

Third, the study revealed the complex interplay between language, ritual,
and belief in ancient Egyptian religion. The performative aspect of the
language used in funerary texts—its ability to enact and ensure specific
ritualistic outcomes—underscores the belief in the power of words to shape
reality. This belief is foundational to understanding the role of Anubis in

funerary rites and the broader context of Egyptian religious practices.

Challenges and Methodological Reflections: The study also encountered
several challenges, particularly in terms of interpreting ancient texts that
have been translated and reinterpreted over centuries. The complexity of
the hieroglyphic language, with its symbolic and often multi-layered
meanings, required careful consideration of both the linguistic and
theological dimensions of the texts. Additionally, the need to balance
linguistic analysis with theological interpretation presented a
methodological challenge, necessitating a nuanced approach that respected

both disciplines.

Despite these challenges, the study successfully achieved its objectives,
providing a comprehensive analysis of how language and theology
intersect in ancient Egyptian funerary practices. The research not only
contributes to our understanding of Anubis and his role in the afterlife but
also offers broader insights into the ways in which language functions

within religious texts.
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Visual and Textual Representations: Throughout the study, images,
illustrations, and quotes from other scholarly works have enhanced the
analysis, providing visual and contextual support for the arguments
presented. For example, depictions of Anubis in tomb art, along with
excerpts from the Pyramid Texts and Coffin Texts, have illustrated the
theological significance of his role and the linguistic strategies used to

invoke his presence.

These visual and textual elements have been critical in conveying the
complexity of ancient Egyptian religious beliefs and practices. They have
also served to highlight the continuity and innovation within the tradition,
demonstrating how ancient Egyptians used language and imagery to

navigate the profound mysteries of death and the afterlife.

2.2. Contributions to the Field

This dissertation makes significant contributions to several fields of study,
including Egyptology, theology, linguistics, and religious studies. By
analyzing the linguistic features of ancient Egyptian funerary texts through
a theological lens, the study offers new perspectives on the role of language

in shaping and expressing religious beliefs.

Egyptology: This study provides a deeper understanding of the role of
Anubis in ancient Egyptian religion, particularly in relation to funerary
practices. The detailed linguistic analysis of the Pyramid Texts, Coffin
Texts, and the Book of the Dead contributes to ongoing debates about the
functions and significance of these texts. The research also sheds light on
how ancient Egyptians conceptualized the afterlife and the role of deities

like Anubis in ensuring a safe passage for the deceased.

15



This study also contributes to the field of Egyptology by emphasizing the
importance of linguistic analysis in the interpretation of religious texts.
While much of the existing scholarship has focused on the theological or
historical aspects of these texts, this dissertation highlights how linguistic

features are integral to understanding their religious significance.

Theology: In the field of theology, this dissertation offers a detailed case
study of how language operates within a specific religious tradition. The
analysis of Anubis’s role as protector, guide, and judge provides new
insights into how ancient Egyptians understood the relationship between
humans and the divine. The study also contributes to broader theological
discussions about the role of language in religious rituals and the power of

words to influence the spiritual realm.

The theological implications of this research extend beyond the specific
context of ancient Egypt, offering a valuable framework for understanding
how language functions in other religious traditions. The findings of this
study can inform comparative theological research, particularly in the
study of rituals and religious texts across different cultures and historical

periods.

Linguistics: In the field of linguistics, this dissertation makes several
Important contributions, particularly in the areas of language and religion,
linguistic anthropology, and semiotics. The analysis of linguistic structures
such as repetition, parallelism, and formulaic expressions in funerary texts
provides new insights into the performative function of language in
religious contexts. The study also contributes to broader discussions about
the relationship between language, ritual, and belief, highlighting how
linguistic choices reflect and reinforce theological concepts.
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This research's interdisciplinary approach, combining linguistic analysis
with theological interpretation, offers a valuable model for future studies
in linguistics. Its findings can inform linguistic research in other religious
traditions, particularly in analyzing ritual language and its role in shaping

religious beliefs and practices.

Religious Studies: This dissertation provides a detailed examination of the
interplay between language, ritual, and belief in ancient Egyptian religion.
The study’s focus on Anubis and his role in funerary practices offers new
insights into how religious beliefs are expressed and enacted through
language. The research also contributes to broader discussions about the
role of deities in religious rituals and how language is used to invoke and

communicate with the divine.

The findings of this study have practical implications for scholars in
religious studies, particularly those interested in the intersection of
language and religion. The research provides a valuable framework for
understanding how linguistic features function within religious texts and
rituals, offering new perspectives on the role of language in shaping

religious beliefs and practices.

Interdisciplinary Contributions: This dissertation’s interdisciplinary
approach, which combines Egyptology, theology, linguistics, and religious
studies, offers a comprehensive analysis of ancient Egyptian funerary texts.
The study’s findings contribute to these fields, providing new insights into
the role of language in religious texts and the theological significance of

linguistic choices.

The interdisciplinary nature of this research also highlights the importance

of considering multiple perspectives when studying religious texts. By
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integrating linguistic analysis with theological interpretation, the study
provides a more nuanced understanding of ancient Egyptian religion and
the role of Anubis in funerary practices. This approach can inform future
research in other religious traditions, offering a valuable model for

interdisciplinary scholarship.

2.3. Final Reflections

As we conclude this dissertation, it is important to reflect on the broader
implications of the research and its significance for the study of ancient
Egyptian religion and beyond. This study has explored the intricate
relationship between language and theology, particularly in the context of
ancient Egyptian funerary texts. Through a detailed analysis of linguistic
structures and their theological implications, the research has provided new
insights into the role of Anubis in ancient Egyptian religion and how

language functions within religious rituals.

The Power of Language in Religious Contexts: One of the central themes
that emerged from this study is the power of language in religious contexts.
In ancient Egyptian religion, language is not merely a means of
communication but a tool for shaping reality and influencing the spiritual
world. The linguistic structures analyzed in this study—repetition,
parallelism, formulaic expressions—are not simply stylistic devices but are
integral to the performative nature of the rituals described in the funerary

texts.

The theological implications of these linguistic choices are profound,
reflecting the broader Egyptian belief in the power of words to enact and
ensure specific outcomes in the afterlife. This study has shown that the

language used in these texts is carefully crafted to invoke the presence of

18



the gods, particularly Anubis, and to ensure the protection and guidance of

the deceased as they journey to the afterlife.

The Role of Anubis in Ancient Egyptian Religion: Another key theme
that emerged from this study is the central role of Anubis in ancient
Egyptian religion, particularly in relation to death and the afterlife. The
linguistic analysis revealed that Anubis is consistently portrayed as a
protector, guide, and judge whose presence is essential for the successful
transition from life to death. Using metaphors and epithets to describe
Anubis underscores his importance in the funerary rituals, emphasizing his

protective and guiding functions.

This study has also highlighted the continuity and innovation in
representing Anubis across different funerary texts. While the core
functions of Anubis remain consistent, the language used to express these
functions evolves over time, reflecting broader theological developments
in ancient Egyptian religion. The findings of this study contribute to a
deeper understanding of the role of Anubis in ancient Egyptian religion and

offer new perspectives on how deities are represented in religious texts.

Broader Implications for the Study of Religion: The findings of this
study have broader implications for the study of religion, particularly in
relation to the role of language in religious texts and rituals. By analyzing
the linguistic features of ancient Egyptian funerary texts and their
theological implications, this study offers new insights into how language
functions in religious contexts and how it shapes and expresses religious

beliefs.

The interdisciplinary approach of this study also highlights the importance

of considering multiple perspectives when studying religious texts. By
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integrating linguistic analysis with theological interpretation, the study
provides a more nuanced understanding of ancient Egyptian religion and
the role of Anubis in funerary practices. This approach can inform future
research in other religious traditions, offering a valuable model for

interdisciplinary scholarship.

Personal Reflections on the Research Process: Reflecting on the
research process, it is clear that studying ancient Egyptian religion and
language presents unique challenges and opportunities. The complexity of
the hieroglyphic language, with its symbolic and often multi-layered
meanings, requires a careful and nuanced approach to analysis. Balancing
linguistic analysis with theological interpretation also presents

methodological challenges that require careful consideration.

Despite these challenges, the research process has been rewarding, offering
new insights into ancient Egyptian religion's rich and complex world.
Studying Anubis and his role in funerary practices has provided a deeper
understanding of how language functions within religious texts and rituals

and how it shapes and expresses religious beliefs.

As we conclude this dissertation, it is clear that the study of ancient
Egyptian funerary texts offers valuable insights into the role of language in
religion and how linguistic choices reflect and shape theological concepts.
This study's findings contribute to a deeper understanding of ancient
Egyptian religion and offer new perspectives on the broader study of

religion and language.

2.4. Recommendations for Future Research
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While this study has provided valuable insights into the linguistic and
theological dimensions of ancient Egyptian funerary texts, there are several
areas where further research could build on these findings and contribute

to a deeper understanding of ancient Egyptian religion and language.

Exploration of Lesser-Known Funerary Texts: One potential area for
future research is the exploration of lesser-known funerary texts, such as
the Amduat, the Litany of Re, and the Books of Breathing. These texts
contain rich linguistic and theological material that could provide
additional insights into the role of Anubis and other deities in ancient
Egyptian religion. Comparative studies of these texts could also reveal how
linguistic and theological features vary across different periods and
contexts, contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of ancient

Egyptian religious beliefs and practices.

Philological Analysis of Original Texts: Another area for future research
is the philological analysis of the original hieroglyphic texts. While this
study relied on existing translations and interpretations, a more in-depth
analysis of the original texts could offer a more precise understanding of
the linguistic features and their theological implications. This approach
could also provide new insights into the nuances of the hieroglyphic

language and how it was used to convey complex theological ideas.

Interdisciplinary Approaches to Religious Texts: Future research could
also benefit from adopting interdisciplinary approaches that combine
linguistic, theological, and archaeological analysis. By integrating these
perspectives, scholars could gain a more comprehensive understanding of
ancient Egyptian funerary practices and religious beliefs. This approach

could also be applied to the study of religious texts in other cultures,
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providing valuable insights into the role of language in shaping and
expressing religious beliefs across different historical and cultural

contexts.

Comparative Studies of Religious Texts: Comparative studies of
religious texts from different cultures could also provide valuable insights
into the role of language in shaping religious beliefs. By comparing the
linguistic and theological features of ancient Egyptian funerary texts with
those of other ancient cultures, such as Mesopotamia or Mesoamerica,
scholars could explore how different cultures used language to navigate the
mysteries of death and the afterlife. This approach could also contribute to
broader discussions about the universality and diversity of religious beliefs

and practices.

The Role of Language in Rituals and Religious Practices: Another area
for future research is the exploration of the role of language in rituals and
religious practices, both in ancient Egypt and other religious traditions.
Scholars could gain new insights into how language functions within
religious contexts by analyzing how linguistic choices reflect and shape
religious beliefs. This research could also inform contemporary
discussions about the power of language in shaping religious experiences

and expressions.

Application to Other Fields of Study: Finally, the findings of this study
could be applied to other fields of study, such as anthropology, sociology,
and psychology. Scholars in these fields could gain new insights into how
language shapes social and cultural practices by exploring how language
functions in religious texts and rituals. This interdisciplinary approach

could contribute to broader discussions about the role of language in
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human experience and expression, offering new perspectives on how

language shapes our understanding of the world.

Conclusion

As we conclude this dissertation, studying ancient Egyptian funerary texts
offers valuable insights into the role of language in religion and how
linguistic choices reflect and shape theological concepts. This study's
findings contribute to a deeper understanding of ancient Egyptian religion

and offer new perspectives on the broader study of religion and language.

While this study has its limitations, it also opens up new avenues for future
research, suggesting areas where further exploration could contribute to a
deeper understanding of ancient Egyptian religion and the role of language
in shaping religious beliefs. The interdisciplinary approach of this study
provides a valuable framework for future research in theology, linguistics,
and Egyptology, offering new insights into the rich and complex world of

ancient Egyptian religion.
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